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Introduction. 


FJ 


EFORE 1 enter upon this 
1558 Subject, I muſt previouſly 
* ie, that I intend 
not to treat it in ſuch La- 
titude as the Title promiſeth. My 

| Concerns are in a Clay-Country, 
where are neither freſh Springs, nor 
Rivers ; and Carps being the moſt pro- 
per Fiſh for the Waters of that Soil, I 

hav made the advancing them chiefly 
my Care; therefore I muſt deſire, that 
when I ſpeak 3 in general of Waters 
and Fiſh, it be remember'd what I 
deal in; for to ſuch Ilimit my Obſer- 
rations, tho' by the by I may {peak of 
T8 # other 


12 1 
1 


IxnTrRoDUcTION. 
other Sorts ; and whenever I do, it 
is {till with Regard to my proper 
Soil and Waters, and as ſubſervient 
to, and, as it were, grafted upon my 
„„ 5 —_ 

I with any Gentleman, who hath F 


employ d his Money and Pains in 


cultivating Waters in Countries that 
are blet-'d with Springs and Rivers, 3 
would, for the Benefic of his Poſterir 


ty and Neighbours, as I have ding, | 


ſet down Lis Experience, and commu- 
nicate it to ſuch as have a Mind to 


diver C themſclves with the molt rea · 1 


lonable: Employment of beautifying 
and improving their own Eſtates. 
Perhaps theſe two collated, might 
give. a compleat Idea of the whole 
Affair of Fiſh, which would not on- 
ly encourage any Lover, but conduct 
him thro' the difficult Avenues, ſuch 


as lead to moſt Improvements, and 


= particularly 


IntrRODUCTION. 


3 particularly this of profiting by * 
Water Filh. _ 


8 


I believe, that the N 405 


Feed of Fiſh, admits as much Varie- 
ty, as that of Cattel, - which is ſcarce 
the ſame in any two Farms; and e- 


very Country-man expects his Advan- 
tage from his own Experience; there - 


fore, if wile, is Joath to tranſplant, 


Poſſibly Fiſh may be not the ſame in 
aa Countries, tho' the Water and 
801] is alike in all Appearance; but 
yet the two great Diſtinctions, are 


Clay and Sand, or. ſtanding; Water 


and Springs with perpetual Current; 
and he that hath a. Notion of the 


Succels in theſe, may launch in any 


Country of England, and expect to 
be rewarded for his Pains, tho the 


particular Experience of the Place 


mult, after all, give. a Perfection to 
his Skill, 


What | 
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IxTRODU CTION. 
What I have done, is the Reſult of | 


SK es Manners, which -are — 41 
concern'd in giving full Complaſance 1 
to my beſt Friends: And I muſt not 
oppoſe my weak Capacity to their 
Importurity, Who have oblig d me 
to put my Experience in theſe Mat- 


ters in Writing, flattering me with 4 
an Opinion, that not only my own, 1 


but their Poſterity, may profit by it. 
J am ſure that I intend both; and 
there fore aſſure my ſelf, if Good - wil 
have any Vertue or Authority, N 
muſt atone for all Failings in the 
ebe 5 which 1 N are 
many. ; 
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of the Situation and Diſpoſition of ; the 
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NE great Point in the Con- 

0 [AN duct of Fiſh, is, to have them 

at Command; another is, to 

have perpetual Recruits, . 
— ſupply your Stock as you 

draw it off, This is not to be done with- 

out a certain Order and Method; and with 


„it, , Nothing 1 is more and caly: F 
| 1 he 


1 


2 Of Fiſh and Fiſh-Ponds. 
- . Your Method muſt be, to have ſome great 


Waters, which are the Head-Quarters of 
the Fiſh, from whence you may take, br 


wherein you may put, any ordinary Quan- 

_ tity of Fiſh, Then, to have Stews, and o- 
tier proper auxiliary Waters, ſo as you 
lead the Fiſh from one to the other, where- 


by you never ſhall want, and need not a- 
bound ; and, which is more, loſe no Time 


in the Growth of the Fiſh, but employ the 


Water, as you do your Land, to the beſt 

Advantage. 85 . 
This will appear more diſtinctly in the 

Sequel of this Diſcourſe, which ſhall be- 


gin with the Situation and Diſpoſition of 


the principal Waters, whereupon you muſt 
depend for the raiſing and feeding the 
greateſt Part of the Stock. 


Firſt, you muſt examine the Grounds, 


and find ſome Fall betwixt two Hills, as 

near a Flat as may be, ſo as there be a ſuf- 
ficient Current for the Water. If there be 
any Difficulty in judging of ſuch, take an 
Opportunity after ſome ſudden Rain, or 
the breaking up of a great Snow in Win- 
ter, and you ſhall ſee plainly which Way 
the Ground caſts ; for the Water will take 
the true Fall, and run accordingly. 


P Ee A 


Of Fiſh and Fiſh-Ponds. 
The Condition of the Place muſt deter- 


mine the Quantity of Ground to be cover'd 


with Water. I ſhould propoſe in all 15 
Acres in three Ponds, or 8 Acres in two, 

and not lefs. And theſe Ponds ſhould be 50 
plac'd one above another, ſo as the Point 

of the lower, may almoſt reach the Head or 
Bank of the upper; which will be very 
beautiful, as well as profitable, as will ap- 


_ 3 _ pear afterwards. 


The Head or Bank, which by ſtopping 
the Water in its Current, is to raiſe the 
Water, and ſo make a Pond, muſt be built 
with the Clay and Earth taken from rhe 


Pan or Hollow dug in the loweſt Ground 


above the Bank; and that Pan ſhould be 
ſhap'd as half an Oval, whereof the Flat 
comes to the Bank, and the longer Diame- 


1 ter runs ſquare from it. 


But were there not need of Earth for 
this Purpoſe, it were better to leave the 
natural Soil for the Fiſh to feed upon. 1 
ſhall give the Reaſon afterwards, and con- 
ſider the Manner of raiſing and fortify ing 
the Bank ah 


4 * Hi and Fib-Ponds, 


eier 18 obvious, that if you make 


er at the Point or Center, which is a 


it be compos'd of mere Earth; therefore 


of the Bank, muſt be carry'd up with good 


A e 8 
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of the Manner of the making and rai- 
„eng Feng 
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2 i 2 Dam crols a Valley or Swamp, 
Sh 944 where. at any Time, after the 
Water runs, it will produce a 
Pond ; and as the Bank or Dam is high- 


gainſt the loweſt Ground, ſo much is the 
Pond deeper ; and if the Hills on each 
Side riſe ſteep and quick, the Water ſtopt 
will cover leſs Ground, than if they riſe {| 
low. * 

Now firſt, for making the Bank or Head, E 
you mult be lure it is tight, and that it do ; 
not few or leak, as it will certainly do, if 


a Bed or Wall. of Clay the whole Length 


Ramming, 


* 


of Fiſh and Fiſh-Ponds. 5 

Ramming, from a Foot or two below the 
Surface of the Ground, to ſuch Height as 
you propoſe the Water ſhall ſtand. 

If you do not give the Bed of Clay this 
Foundation, the Water lying under a great 
Weight from the Depth of it, will work 
it ſelf underneath, 10 allow a Spit or two 


at leaſt for it. Then, as you ram the Clay, 


you muſt be ſure that Earth be brought to 


carry the Bank up with it, elſe the Sun 


will ſearch and crack it, which is of per- 
nicious Conſequence 3 fo when it 1s come 
to its full Height, cloſe and cover it with 
Earth immediately, leaſt the Inconvenience 
happens. 41 

vou muſt allow three Foot to the Breadth 
of this Bed of Clay, and raiſe it to the 


Height you intend the Water ſhall ſtand, 
and lay Earth three Foot higher, two Foot 


would have ferv'd, but that the Allowance 
of one at leaſt muſt be made for the ſink- 
ing of the Bank; for it will do fo notwith- 
ſtanding the preſſing of Tumbrels, Horſes, 
and Men working upon it. 

If you project many Stews, or other 
Ponds to be funk right down about the 


ſame Time, you will have great Advantage 


by the Clay you take out of them, which 


will be much more than 1s neceſſary for the 


5 3 Bed, 


* 


6 Of Fiſh and Fiſh-Ponds. 
Bed, and that may fortify the Bed, by be- 


ing preſs d down by the Tumbrels on each 


Side of it; and ſo the Bank will be very 
much confirm'd, and it will alſo fave break- 
ing of Ground within the Pond, which is 


a great Advantage in the Feed of the Fiſh. 
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The Dimenſions of PoxD-HEADS. 


"8 Obs Dimenſions of theſe Banks, 
r & are governd by the Manner of 
20 +2 the Hills riſing; for if it be 
2 quick, then, to cover a compe- 
tent Quantity of Ground, you muſt raiſe 
the Bank higher, and conſequently it 
muſt be made ſtronger, than when the 
Ground riſeth ſlow, ſo as a moderate 
Height ſhall caſt the Water upon Ground 
enough: And of this there will be great 
Difference; for in ſome Places 10 Foot 
high ſhall cover as much as 20 Foot in o- 
thers. And this will be eaſily diſcover'd 
by the Water-Level, us d according to Art, 
whereby you may ſtake the Water-Line 
upon the Ground to any Height; and ſo 
you will fix the determinate Height of the 
Bank. . 
4 > B 4 1 
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2 | of Fi 4 Fiſh-Ponds. 


Iwill ſuppole a Medium, and that a 
Bank 14 Foot high at the Center, will co- 


ver the "Drapes of Ground. Then you 
muſt make your Bank at the Foot at leaſt 
Jo Foot wide, and fo ſtraitening by equal 
Degrees on either Side, bring it to 16 at 
the Top; and ſo you will have a ſufficient 


Slope, and the Bank will ſtand firm and 


Jutable, ſcarce to be deſtroy'd without as 


much Pains and Induſtry as made it. 
By. this Proportion Pond-heads of any 


Dimenſion, may be projected; the Matter 


is not ſo nicely circumſtanc'd, that a little 


more or leſs ſhould ſignify. But it muſt 
be noted, that to make them too ſlight, is 


the greater Error, and moſt to be avoided ; 

let them be rather made too ſtrong, for 
then you have not only a more ſecure Bank, 
but a more beautiful Walk, and more Room 


for Wheel- Carriage, beſides a Capacity of 
ſome Wood; all which compenſate the 


Charge of What! 18 ſuperfluous, 
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CHAP. IV. 
Oof ſecuring your BANKS. 


F the Bank be well made, and 
1 281 in ſufficient Dimenſion, nothing 
* can hurt it, but great Land- 
4436 Floods, or Water: Shots, which, 
7 ſuffer to run over the Bank, will car- 
ry away the Fiſh, which in a warm Flood 
will riſe, and go with it to ſeek Adven- 
_ tures, but alſo gurry Holes in the Back of 
the Bank, and weaken it ſo much, that if 
the Flood continues, it ſhall carry all away 
together. 
For preventing of this Miſchief there 
are two Ways; 1. Grates at each End 
of the Bank, planted upon the Level that 
is to be the higheſt of the Water. 2. 
Channels of Diverſion, which being taken 
ſo high in the Current as may lead the Wa- 
ter upon the Side of either Hill above the 


S 


Bank, you have the Power to turn out re 
| the 


10 ? of Fiſh and Fiſh-Ponds. 


the Water when you pleaſe, ſo that none 
mall come upon the Bank. | 

1. As to Grates, the Way of them is 
well known; however obſerve, that if 
they be made of Wood, the Banks muſt be 
ſet diagonally, like Window-Bars 3 forlo | 
- Rubbiſh ſtops leaſt againſt them, and the 
Water paſſeth freer. And in Regard you 
cannot allow any great Diſtance between 
them for keeping in the Fiſh, you muſt 
Help out the Room by extending the Grate 
from each Side of the Cut in the Bank 
where the Water is to vent, ſome conſide- 
rable Space from the Bank, and there to 
meet in a Point, forming a Triangle upon 
the Bank. Here are many more Slits for 


the Water to vent at, than if the Grate lay 


flat upon the Bank, covering the Paſſage 
only. And if need be, there may be Doors 
to flide up and down, made in the Grate, 
to let the Water paſs more freely; but 
this endangereth loſing the Fiſh. If you 
will afford Iron for theſe Grates, you need 
only cover the Paſſage of the Bank ; for 
the Bars need not be ſo thick, but there 
will be Spaces enough for the Water to 
vent at. 

2. The Channels for diverting the Wa- 


ter, are very ufeful in this and many o- 
her 


Of Fiſh and Fiſh-Ponds. 11 
ther Reſpects; for they give you a perfect 
Command of the Water, and you may turn 

it which Way you pleaſe, ſo as to fill or 
keep dry any of the Ponds, and in a wet 
Seaſon are a perfect Security. Theſe ſhould 
be made four Foot wide, and on each Side 
of the Ponds the Loſs of Ground is not 
conſiderable z for Wood growing there, 
will make Amends for it. 

The String of Ponds in Hide-Park are 
admirably diſpos'd in this Reſpe& ; for the 
Current of the Valley is carry'd along by 
the Side of all the Ponds, and may be let 
into any of them, or any may be empty'd 
into it; than which, there is not a greater 

Command of Water. 

However carefully a Bank is made, it is 

probable it will ſew a little at firſt ; but 
this ſhould be no Diſcouragement ; for by 
the ſettling of the Earth, it will continu- 
ally grow higher, and in a few Years, if 

| 2 with tolerable Care, be as firm as a 
RS . 
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d HESE are very neilite to 
& the good Command of a Water, 
and tho very ordinarily us'd, 
OE 
yet require an experienc'd Car- 
penter to make and fix them, as ſhould 
be eſpecially in great Waters : z and ſich 
as have not Experience, ſhall err moſt 
groſly in this Work. They muſt be fram'd 
1o as to ſtand firm, mat the Force of a- 
ny Thruſt, or à Boat's running againſt 
them, may do no Prejudice to them: For 
if they are any Thing ſtrain'd, they are 
apt to prove leaky ; and in ſo great an 
Height as is needful for deep Waters, a 
| Coal Matter will do it, unleſs they are ex- 
dani well abutted. 
The Timber-Work muſt be Heart of 
Oak, eſpecially the Top, and that all of 
ä 9 one 
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one Piece, how long ſoever it be; and the 


Vent-Hole muſt be guarded with large 


Boxes perforated ſo as the Water, but no 


' Fiſh, may paſs. And all this well fram'd, 


and what is under Ground extraordinarily 


ramm'd with Clay, elſe it will be apt to 


leak. OP. ; 

The Uſe of theſe 1s very great; for if 
a great Water muſt be empty'd, you muſt 
either apply Engines, cut the Bank, or 
draw a Sluice. As for Engines, they are 
too chargeable, and puzzling to fix; how- 


ever, I may propoſe to them that are Lo- 
vers of Art, ſome facile Ways of lifting 


great Quantities of Water. Then, if you 


cut the Bank, the Paſſage is interrupted, 


and made troubleſome by the Earth, and 
you ſhall ſcarce ram it up ſo well again, 


but it will perpetually leak about the Place 


where the Fiſure was; but Sluices vent 
the Water certainly, tho' ſlowly, without 
any Labour, Charge, or Inconvenience. 
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of the Manner of working to raiſe a 


Pony» HEaDs. 


\ 


P89 W, as for the Manner of rai- 
ing this Bank, which I think 
is the only chargeable Work 

you have, I ſhall give ſome 


Nen 


Light — the Way of Working, ſo as 


to abridge the Expence as much as 
may be. The Advantage of Trades, is, 


that by continual Experience, they find 


nearer Ways of doing Things, ſpending 
fewer Strokes, and leſs Time, than others 
can. And in the Conduct of this Work, 
there is much to be ſavd; every Man's 
Reaſon leads him to contrive Compendi- 
ums of Buſineſs, as I have done in the 


1 Diſpoſition of my Waters ; which Experi- 


ence on mine may ſave others the Thought, 
| as 
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as well as Loſs by making their own Expe- 


riments. 
When you have projected your Work, for 
which the latter End of une, or the Be- 


ginning of May, is the beſt Time, take the 
Aſſiſtance of your Neighbours, and provide 
| Jour ſelf with fix Tumbrels, four good 


orſes, and two ſtout Labourers, beſides 
the Driver to each Pair of Tumbrels. I 


call them Pairs, becauſe they work alter- 


nately with the ſame Horſes; ſo that one 


is filling, while the other is moving, and 


your Labourers, as well as Horſes, are al- 
ways at work. 


The firſt Work to be done, is, the ta- 


king up the firſt Spit of Earth where the 
Bank is to be, and from the Pan of the 
Pond, and to lay it by for the Uſes I 
mall declare hereafter. 75 n 

Then lay down your Sluice, with Trunks 


ſufficient to convey the Water through the 
Head or Bank. This muſt be done at the 


deepeſt Part of the Ground, which proba- 
bly will fall in the Center of the Bank. 


This will employ two Pair of Tumbrels, 
and four Labourers, for digging and fetch- 
ing of Clay, beſides four Labourers to 
ram it, which muſt be, as was ſaid, very 
well done. And the Carpenter m_ be- 

5 fore- 


6 
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fore-hand hath fitted his Work, muſt at- 
tend alſo one whole Day to help 1n the 


laying 1 it down, and to ſee it well ramm'd. 


The next Day's Work may be the Em- 


ployment of two Pair of Tumbrels in 
fetching of Clay, and four or five good 
Labourers to ram the Foundation of the 
Bed of Clay. And i ſuppoſe this may riſe 


a Foot in one whole Day's Work, more or 


leſs, as the Length of. the Head is. Clay rl- 
ſeth ſtiff, and r that, if it riſeth near, as "is 
in rhe Pan of the Pond, three [ abourers 8-5 


to a Pair of Pumbrels, are requiſite to dig 
and fill, otherwiſe the Horſes will be idle, 


and want Work, as well as the Rammers. 


The Day after employ four Pair of Tum- 
brels more, to fetch Earth out of the Pan 
of the Pond to lay along the Bank on each 


Side of the Bed of Clay, the whole Length 
of the Head; and to this Work, two La- 


boarers for a Pair of Tumbrels are enough. 
Here you muſt lay on fix Labourers at 
leaſt, to ram the Bed of Clay, and ſpread 


Earth upon the Bank, ſo that it may be 
done as faſt as the fix Tumbrels ſupply it ; 


and by this Means the Bank and Bed of 
uy will riſe together, 
Thus you proceed till the Bank is fi- 


5 niſtrd, which will riſe faſter as you come 
nearer | 
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1 nearer the Top, and fo will ſomewhat al- 
ter the Employment of the Tumbrels and 
Vier, which you muſt conform in Propor- 
tion accordingly. And obſerving theſe Di- 


Month, (ſuppoſing the Weather propitious) 
0 which ſhall be three, four, or five Acres 


apiece, as the Ground gives, and not ex- 


. 1 pend in Money above 801. altho* you pay 


os'd to intend this Buſineſs, not only as a 


Y ſuffer his own Servants and Horſes to be 


= 60/1. ſuppoſing Labourers Work for 12 4. 


in all Countries. 


The third Pond may be a Work of ano- 


it, that is much upon a Level, T1 would not 
| be without it; for it will add much to 
the Ornament of your Eſtate, becauſe it 
will fill up a Range or String of Waters, 
which two doth not; and befides, contri- 


0 4 Ii Aicus, you may make two Ponds in one +» 


for every Hour's Work of Man and Horſe. 
But conſidering that a Gentleman is ſup- 


Care, but an Entertainment, he will not 


without a Share of it; and then I cannot 
imagine which Way he can expend above 


per Day, which I cannot ſay they will do 


ther Lear; and if the Ground lies fair for 


bute vaſtly to the Increaſe of Fith, as 1 
ſhall ſhew ; and [ preſs this Thing the ra- 
ther, becauſe without it, in the Method I 

© Es Propoſe, 


not Cfconomy, and ſaving Charge, one 


18 Of Fiſh and Fiſh-Ponds. N 
propoſe, you will have the Uſe of but one 
Pond as to Water every Lear. Nay, were 


great Branch of my Deſign, I ſhould re- 
commend more of theſe Waters, if the 
Place will receive them. 

And to demonſtrate the Charge i is not ſo 
very great, compar'd. with the other Ex- 
pences Gentlemen are at for their Diverſi- 
on, without any Return of Profit, as to 
deter any from undertaking this particular 
Work; I muſt remember, that once, at 

the Command of my Lord North, I did, 
as I have directed proceed to the making 
one great Pond, and one Stew, at Catledg, 

which are fill: to be ſeen, but neglected ; 

and beſides, the Regard to Profit by the 

Fiſh they would maintain and ſupply, the 
very Ornament of them was worth the 
Charge. I was limited to 101. beſides the 
Work of his Lordſhip's Horſes, which I 
compute to be 41. more; ſo the whole 
did not coſt 151, and yet a full Acre of 
Ground lay under Water, and all was com- 
pleated in 12 Days: His Lordſhip would 
not allow the laying down a Sluice, elſe 
that Water was a Specimen of my Propoſi- 5 
tion, as well for the Conduct, as the Charge 
of the Mork. 15 | 
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CHAP. VII. 
Of Auxiliary WAT ERS. 
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many ſubſervient Forts and Re- 


doubts diſpers'd about the Place, 


* 


„ 


to maintain the Head-Quarters; ſo the 
great Ponds, which are the Head-Quar- 
ters of the Fiſh, muſt be accommodated 


with many other ſubſervient Waters, which 


I call auxiliary, becauſe they ſerve to re- 
lieve the greater when over-ſtock'd, and 
to ſupply them when under-ſtock'd, and 
to rear up and maintain Fry and young 


Stores, as well as to render the Fiſh eaſy 


to be taken; without which Conveniences, 


ou will have but a ſorry Account of the 


5% There 


Fim. 
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22 for ſecuring the Country, and 
collecting the Contributions, which are 
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20 Of Fiſh and Fiſh-Ponds' 
There are Stews, Moats, and ordinary 

Ponds diſpersd about in your Eſtate and 

Neighbourhood; the Employment of which 


being ver conſiderable in the well-order- 


ing of Fiſh, I will conſider each _ z 
and firſt, of Stews, 
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elk peculiar Uſe of theſe, is, to 
2 * maintain Fiſh for the daily Uſe 

$4 of your Hpuſe and Friends, 
2 38 whereby you may with little 
Trouble, and at any Time, take out all 
or any Fiſh they contain; therefore it is 


near the chief Manfion-Houſe. Some Re- 
ceſs in a Garden is very proper, becauſe 


the Fiſh are fencd from Robbers, and 


and your Eye will be often upon them, 
which will conduce to their being well 
kept, and they will be an Ornament to the 


Walks. e 5 
If you have two great Waters of three or 


not without four Stews, of two Rod wide, 
and three Rod long apiece. The Way of 


good to place them in ſome 1nclos'd Grounds 


your Journey to them is ſhort and eaſy, 


four Acres apiece, I do adviſe, that you be 
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23 Of Fiſh and Fiſh-Ponds. 
making theſe, is, by cutting the Sides down 
ſomewhat ſloping, and carrying the Bot- 
1 tom in a perpetual Decline from End to 
nd, ſo as you may have a convenient 
ſ Mouth, ſuch as Horfe-Ponds uſually have, 
for raking out your Nets when you draw |" 
. 3 45 

I you have Ground enough, it is bet- 
ter to make a Mouth at both Ends, and the 
deepeſt Part in the Middle; for ſo yu 
may draw your Nets backwards and for- 
wards, loſing leſs Time, and the Fiſh will 
not have ſuch Shelter, as the Depth under 
a Head will be. Beſides this, you will 
find the Fiſh will delight themſelves in 
coming upon the Shoals, and it may be 
thrive better. But for this Manner you 
muſt allow at leaſt a Rod of Ground in 
Length more than for the other. 
Theſe J intend for Carps chiefly, thoug 

not abſolutely ; and if you find the Tench 
and Perch increaſe and proſper, you may 
make other lefſer Stews to accommodate x 
them apart, if you pleaſe; and ſo you 
will have them at Command, without di- 
ſturbing the other Fiſh ; only obſerve 
this by the Way, that Perch will ſcarce 
live in Stews and ſmall Waters, if the 
Weather be hot, but will pine, grow _ 
MH an 
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and thin, if not die; therefore, the Stews 
are to be their Winter-Quarters ; > from 
X whence you take them for the Uſe of your 
# Table, but in Summer tranſlate them to 
the greater Ponds. 

Theſe: Stews being deſign d at the ſame 
Time you raiſe the Pond-Heads, will be 
1 done almoſt under the ſame Charge, as is 
hinted elſewhere: And once made, you 
"oh have the Fiſh at a Minute's Warning ready 
for the Kettle, or any other Uſe; which 
Convenience is the great End of all the 
Charge and Pains, — vichout it, you are 
3 not a Maſter of F * 


ny ty” 4 
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Of Moars. 


2 | HES E were made ordinarily 3F 
972 1 2 


Pl 


& for ſecuring of Dwelling-Houſes, 
72 rather than for Fiſh ; and ſince 
942 Wars have been leſs frequent, or 
rather grown ſo much an Art, that the 
ancient Way of fortify ing is not uſeful, 
are almoſt diſus d. For being laid ſo near 


the Dwelling, as we obſerve common- 


ly they are, for want of Sun, and Air ro 


purge them, the Water grows putrid and 


ſlimy, yielding no pleafant Scent to the 
Houſe ; beſides, when laid dry, as is ne- 


ceflary ſometimes, the Stench and Filth of 
them is inſupportable ; and therefore ma- 
ny Gentlemen have either flighted them 
wholly, or preſenteJ the Form only, as a 


Walk or low Garden, planting the Side- 
Walls with Fruit, but without Water : 
l And 


2 gk, Cone” Fs, 
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Of Fiſh and Fiſh-Ponds. 1 
And ſo is the Moat at Alchrop in Nor- 


tbamptonſbire, a Seat of the Earl of Sun- 
cderlands, much of late beautity'd, put in 


Order, and from a Defect, turn d to a 
great Perfection. eee, on 
But I am an Advocate for Moats, or- 


der'd as they might be, and do eſteem 


them a very great Accompliſhment to a 


Seat, in many Reſpects. 1. Tho' they are 


not a Fortification for Reſiſtance in Time 


of War, yet againſt Pilferers and Tu- 
mults, they are fufficient and better than 


any Walls you ſhall make. 2. They ſhall 
nouriſh a World of Fiſh, which, tho' not 
ſo well at Command as in other Waters, 
yet for Angling, and the ſporting Part of 


Net- fiſh ing, are better than the others are, 
becauſe nearer, and fiſn'd with ſmaller 
Nets. 3. They are an Ornanient and De- 


light to a Seat beyond Imagination, as 
will appear when I have ſhew'd how 1 
would have them made ; and of that next. 

They ſhould encompaſs not .only the 
Houſe, but all the Out-houſes, Yards, 
Orch-yards, and it may be a Pightleor two, 
ſuch as are neat for ordinary Convenience 
of Horſes, or a Cow or two: | ſay, all 
that is call'd the Home-ſtall, ſhould be en- 
viron'd by the Moat. It ſhould be no leſs 


; than 


9 
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than 40 Yards, or 100 Foot over, cut 
down with a Slope on each Side, as your 
Pond-Heads were, without Walls; which 
are too great Charge to keep in Repair. 
And towards the Paſtures, you may make a 
Mouth; if it runs the whole Length of one 
Side of your Moat, it is the better, and Fith 
will increaſe and thrive from it. Let there 
be but two Avenues with Bridges: And 
do prevent the Charge of croſling ſo great a 
Length with Bridge-Work, you may leave 
the Earth on each Side broad enough for 
_ Carriages, but not to meet by 10 or 12 
Foot, which may be cover'd by a Bridge, 
and underneath,the Water to communicate; 
ſo the Paſs ſhall be, as upon a Cauſe-way, 
with a Draw-Bridge; for ſo it may be 
made, if you pleaſe. It —_ 
I know all Situations. and Soils will not 
admit of this ; for ſome are low and mar- 
thy, and ſo have naturally too much Wa- 
ter; others are upon hanging Ground, 
which, for want of a Level, cannot be 
moated in this Manner; others are ſandy, 
and will not hold Water: But the happieſt 
of all, is, ſuch a Situation as either hath 
Springs, or will- take a Current, and diſ- 
charge it again by a Sluice or Gates, ſo 
that the Moat ſhall be perpetually oy 
5 . | wit 


Of Fiſh and Fiſh-Ponds, 2) 
= with a freſh Water, and may at any Time 
be laid dry 5 therefore in theſe Affairs 


there muſt be à previous Judgment of the 


place, elſe Undertakings will not ſucceed, 
and that is a great Diſgrace. e 
Now, ſuch a Moat as this hath all the 


Conveniences I ſpoke of, beſides ſerves the 


* Houſe with Water ; which, from the 
Wind and the Sun's free Acceſs to it in a 
great Body, will certainly preſerve it ſweet 
and wholeſome. The Sinks of the Houſe 


FX will not foul it, as it doth in leſſer Quan- 


tities, even to kill the Fiſh, as well as 
make the Water unfit for Uſe. The View 
ol it is a Delicacy the greateſt Epicures in 
Gardening court, and we hear of it by the 
Name of Canal. Then the moving upon 
it in Boats, either in calm Weather, or 
with ſome Wind that ſtirs the Water, and 
gives a Power of employing ſomewhat of 
Sail, after a Romantick Way ; and thus 
_ circling an Houſe, taking the Variety of 
Walks and Gardens here and there, viſi- 
ting Stables and Offices, ſeeing the Horſes 
air upon the Banks, G. are Pleaſures not 
given to be underſtood by any but Stateſ- 
men, laid aſide for their Honeſty, who by 
Experience are taught the Variety of Great- 
. | * nels, 
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neſs, and have an Underſtanding to diſtin- 


guiſh the true Felicities of Life. 1 
J know the Objection of Charge, which 
muſt be very great in ſuch a Work as this; 


but I conſider the great Profuſion of Mo- 
ney that is allow'd to tranſitory Vanities ; 
fuch as Habits, Treats, Equipages, not to 
mention Vices too well known; ſuch as 
are Tellers of Money, and depauperate 
Families, leaving nothing but Diſeaſes to 
ſhew for them. If ſo much, or a much 


lefs Proportion being diſpos d to employ 
Mankind, the Poor eſpecially, in making 


Holes, and filling them again, were much 
more commendable. 
produce Advantage to your ſelf and Fami- 
Iy, to improve your Hahitation and Eſtate, 
preſerve Health and Reputation? 

But even the Charge might be allevia- 
ted, if not in great Part fav'd, by good 
Management- For fuch groſs Works as 
this may be put out to Undertakers, and 
you may compute by the ſolid Foot or 
Yard, what the Charge will be; and the 
Maſters will ſee the Men work, which 


you cannot do if you are Maſter, and do 


all by the Day, Then, every one delights 


to have rais'd Walks and Teraſſes about an 
Houſe and Garden; fo that the Earth be- 


ing 


What is it then to 
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ing employ'd in ſuch, and raiſing Mounts 
in proper Places, will produce a real E- 
quivalent for the Charge: But this is a Di- 
© WE 1 . | 

greſſion which here I conclude, and return 


it is difficult, and perhaps not convenient 
to lay them dry. However, they ſhould 
be kept full ſtock'd, and will muntain a 
great many. This will mend your Ang- 
ling, and the fiſhing with Nets will ſel- 
dom be Labour in vain, as certainly it 
will prove if . under-ſtock'd. Theſe Wa- 
ters will receive a great Share of your Fry 
and Stores that are ſuperfluous, and ſo 
preſerve them. 1225 


0 4 


If a Moat come to be laid dry, as will 


be neceſſary ſometimes to keep it from 
turning all to Mud, after you have by a 
23 Sluice or Cut drain'd the Water as low as 


you can, make Dams with Boards and 
Clay, and ram them to be Water tight; ſo 
you may toſs the Water out of one Diviſi- 
on to another, and take out the Fiſh in 
good Order; but if you dry all together, 
you will not be able to ſecure all; be- 
ſides, having one Diviſion full of Water, 

you 
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you can relieve the Fry and Eels by letting 
it upon them; which elſe, for want of z | 
Freſh to let in upon them, will be loſt. So 
when one Diviſion is fiſh'd, that is reliev'a 
by toſſing the Water out of the next. And 
this Courſe is not amiſs, tho you intend 
to throw out the Mud; for the ſaving the | 
Fiſh while you are taking them out, quits 
the Charge of making the Stanks 
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of other auxiliary WATERS. 


8 


6 OU muſt have other Waters be- 
E> ſides Stews, to aſſiſt in the Diſ- 


a Pond 1n that great Order dry, 
as I propoſe, once in every Year, there 
will be a great Quantity of Fiſh to be diſ- 
Raad. ſo that you muſt have a ſufficient 

nantity of Waters to receive when you 
abund, and to recruit when you want, 
The Stews will carry 60, 70, or 80 Carpo. 


W apiece, ſuppoſing you ſpend continually 
cout of them; ſo other Waters will receive 


their Proportion, by ſending this Way, 
and that the Stock of Fiſh, you will pre- 
ſerve all, and know where to find them a- 


gain. 


Theſe By-Ponds will be diſpers'd about 


your Eſtate, where perhaps your Predeceſ- 
lors thought lit to make them, for the Con- 
venience 


——_ 
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venience of their Paſtures, or you may 1 
make them as you can beſt, with Reſpect to 
Charge and other Advantages, obſerving 
always in a Ground to take that Part for 
your Pond, to which the Waters are moſt 
apt to ſettle. In ſome Places, but very few, 
the Waters ſtand beſt upon the Hills, and 
the Valleys, when ſandy, will not hold 
well. The Nature of the Ground is to be 
regarded, 5550 

Some Ponds of good Depth, of about 
five or {ix Rod ſquare, ſhould be aſſign'd to 
maintain Pikes, which, when great, ought 
to be kept by themſelves ;\ for in a few 
Years. they will devour other Fiſh, and 
greatly ſurprize you in the Deſtruction 
they will make. But I ſhall ſpeak more 
of this when I come to the ſtocking of 
Waters. 3 EL 

I do much approve of cleanſing and ca- 
ſting out the Mud of ſmall ſtanding Wa- 
ters once in ſeven or eight Years, and ſo | 
letting them lie dry one Summer, if you 
can ſpare the Water; which, from Moats, | 
and Paſture-Waters, can ſcarce be done, 
without great. Inconvenience. Theſe Mat- 
ters exerciſe the Invention of a good OEico- i 
nomiſt, who will endeavour to prevent | 

5 Damage, 
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$ Damage, as well as ſave Time, and turn e- 
ven his Pleaſures to Profit. 


3 
ef 


Þ do; beſides, the Fiſh will grow much 
more upon tranſplanting, than by continu- 


2 | = * 
= zard from Froſt, than otherwiſe you will 


1 
ö 


be 


ing in the ſame Water, and more in the 
Y 


great, than in the ſmall Waters: But of 
2X theſe Things more afterwards. 
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as poſſibly you can. It may be the Sluice, 
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en pn come to the Buſineſ Z 

B en Of Fiſh, I will finifh what I had ji 
855 K2 to ſay about Ponds, and the 3 
EC: Conduct of them; and of that 
only remains to ſpeak of the Courſe of lay- | 
ing them dry. 

As for the ſmaller Waters, [ have touch. 
ed what concerns them already ; as for 
= greater, or 7 Pofids, proceed 
thus: 


uin Offer, or after, draw the Sluice | 
of the firſt made Pond, and lay it as dry 


eſpecially if the Pond be many Acres, 
will not vent the Water ſuddenly. That | 
is of no great Import, becauſe, as the Wa- 
ters fall, you will have Opportunity of 
fiſning 
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fiſhing with Nets, and ſo clear the Fiſn 
by Degrees; which left to the laſt, will 
be too great a Burden to clear, and will 
not be done without Damage; beſides, the 
Hurry will diſorder every Thing. If the 
Sluice will not vent all the Water from 
the Pan, a Labourer or two will ſoon 
throw it out with Scuppets. Here you 
find the Uſe»of the Channels of Diverſi- 
on, ſpoke of before; for they will keep 
off all Land-Waters, if the Time ſhould: - 
prove rainy, and fo permit the Pond to 
empty, and continue dry, which you could 
not anſwer for a Day without them 3 
and therefore they ſhould be made on 
both Sides of the Waters, on each Hill 
one, which will defend the Shot of theſe 
Hills, . that otherwiſe would retard the 
Work. e . 

When your Pond 1s dry, and thus ſe- 
cur'd, keep it ſo all Summer, and you 
may make a Profit of the Soil ſufficiently, 
either by ploughing or feeding. And at 
Mic haelmas next, or a little ſooner, let 
fall the Sluice, and turn in all the Wa- 
ter you can, that the Pond may fill, and 
at the being near full, it is ready to receive 
the Stock again. 5 


— 
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At the ſame Time lay another dry, pro- 
| ceeding as before ; which you-may do al- 
ternately during your whole Life: Nay, 
if you have but two great Ponds, this is 
the beſt Courſe, and will turn moſt to the 
Profit and Feed of the Fiſh, as I ſhall ſhew 
when I ſpeak of Feeding. 
If your Stock be very great, you may 
let your Ponds ſtand full two or three 
Years, but not longer, unleſs you delight 
to ſee ſtarv'd lean F iſh; for ſuch they 
will certainly be, unleſs you keep an Un- 
der-ſtock by three Fourths continuing in 
the ſame Water four or five Years. And 
it is a certain Rule, that the oftner Wa- 
ters are laid dry, the better the Feed of 
Fiſh ſhall be, and more ſhall be main- 
tain'd. And a little Experience will de- 
monſtrate the Advantage to be great, as 


do the Size, F atneſs, and Sweetneſs of the 


Fiſh. ö 
When your Pond is * concern not 
your ſelf to carry out the Mud for the 
firſt 14 or 15 Years; and then let it be 
only out of the Pan whence you took the 
Earth to raiſe the Bank, but never break 
the Turf of the reſt of the Ground flow- 
ed: But when it comes to be a Yard 
thick in mere Mud, it is good to take it 
out; 
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out; for tho' Mud be good to improve 
Ground, yet when it is taken from tlie 
Pond, down to the dead Earth, your 
Ground and Soil is depauperated, and the 

Water by Conſequence, which cheats the 
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Fiſn, that is, your ſelf. 
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O the Breeding of Fis 1. 


een 


Stock 15 to be recruited and {upply'd. - 


Some have thought, that great Diffe JF 


ence is to be found in the Sorts of Carps, 


ſome whereof are more apt to grow up to 
a great Size, others to ſpread and look Wl 
thick, and others for the Sweetneſs of | 
Meat. I do not deny but there may be 

ſome Difference, but I cannot eſteem it 10 
_ conſiderable, as to be worth the looking 

after. Varieties in Nature, are infinite, 


and 


co 
% Ws 
6:13 
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WED AVING done with Ponds, the 
Manner of making, preſerving, 1 

and uſing them, I intend next | 
to diſcourſe of Fiſh, and how | 
| beſt to diſpoſe them to maintain the Wa- 
ters in full Stock: But before I come to 
the ſtocking of Waters, I muſt ſpeak of the 

_ Courſe of breeding Fiſh, whereby the 
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and in the ſeveral Breeds of Fiſh, as of o- 
ther Creatures: Yet I have not obſerv d ſo 


much of it in Carps, that I could tell how 


to diſtinguiſh them, where I could pro 

miſe my ſelf better Succeſs with one Sort, 
than another. This is a Nicety which 
Fiſhmongers, that make a Trade of Buy- 
ing and Selling, talk of, intending it on- 
ly as a 8.70 of Myſtery, which all 


Trades affect, and to have ſomething to 
ſay for valuing or undervaluing, as they 
ſell or buy, to juſtify in their Talk the 


Prices they propoſe to take or give; there- 


fore this Nicety is left to them. 


I do yet. believe, that a Sort of Fiſh, 


bred in great Numbers in bad Waters, 0- 


ver-ſtock'd, and almoſt ſtarv'd, may in 


Proceſs of Time degenerate, and both loſe 


a good Shape, and be leſs apt to grow up 
to a due Greatneſs, than others that have 


been better deſcended of a cultivated Stock: 


And on the other Side, it is no leſs poſli- 
ble, that by coming into good Quarters, 


Fiſh may improve and mend; ſo that a 
Gentleman is to expect the Goodneſs of 


his Fiſh from the Cleanneſs of his Waters, 


and the Plenty of their Feed, and not from 


any Choice of his Stock or Breed; and 
let him get them where he may, if well 
order d, 


D 4 
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order'd, he may aſſure himſelf they ſhall 
anſwer his Expectations. | 

It is a common Obſervation, that ſome | 
Waters will, and others will not breed. 
It is my Experience, that moſt Waters, the 
firſt Year after having lain dry a Summer, 
do breed, and that numerouſly, eſpecially | 
Carps , which I have known increaſe to | 
ſuch an incredible Fry, that I have been 


troubled how to diſpoſe them, ſo as to | 


have them again after three or four Years, 
when they became good Stock for great 
Waters. Fels and Perch are of very good 
Uſe to keep down the Breed of Fiſh ; for | 
they prey much upon the Spawn and F ry | 

of bred Fiſh, and will probably deſtroy the | 
Superfluity of them. 


The Quality of Breeding, is ſcarce to be 


found out by any certain Symptom; for | 


ſome very promiſing Ponds. do not prove 
uſeful that Way. The beſt Indication 1 
know of a breeding Pond, is, when there 
is good Store of Ruſh and Grazing about 

it, and gravelly Shoals, ſuch as Horſe- 
| ponds uſually have. When a Water takes 
thus to breeding, with a few Milters and 


 Spawners, two or three of each, you may 
Lock a Country. 


As 


ly 
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As for Pike, Perch, Tench, Roach, &c. 
they are obſerv'd to breed in almoſt any 
Waters, and very numerouſly, only Zels 
never breed in perfect ſtanding Waters, and 
without Springs; and in ſuch are neither 
found, nor increaſe, but by putting in ; 
but where Springs are, they are never 
wanting, tho not put in: And which is 
moſt. ſtrange . of all, no Perſon ever ſaw 
in an Fel the leaſt Token of Propagation, 
either by Melt or Spawn in them; ſo that 
whether they breed at all, and how they 
are produc'd, are Queſtions equally myſte- 
—_ 
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The Manner of Stocking WATERS: 


Have found a great Knalogy be- 
| LOS tween the ſtocking Waters with 


| Fiſh, and Paſtures with Cattel ; 
te and that the ſame Conduct and 
Diſcretion belonss to both. Waters may 
be over-ſtock'd, as Paſtures often are; fo 
both may be under-ſtock'd, The latter is 
the leſs Error; for if you over-ſtock, you 
loſe the whole Summer's Feed; if you 
under - ſtock, you loſe only the reſt of your 
Profit; what you do feed, is much the 
better, and turns to Accompt by more rea- 
dy Sale. So allo of Beaſts, ſome of the 


ſiame Age and Feeding, will not thrive lo | 
well as others. I have found the like in 


my Fiſh. And Waters themſelves, like Pa- 
ſtures, have Varieties of Goodneſs; ſame 
will raiſe Carps, from 5 to 18 Inches, in 


five 
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five Lears; others will not do it in 10. 
This is moſt ſenſible between your great 
Waters made upon a Fall, and the ſmall 
ſtanding Waters, which have more Incon- 
veniences, and are liable to Froſts, and 
other Caſualties, more than the others. 
"ARR be 
I Therefore I propoſe, that the ſmaller 
Waters ſhould be us'd as Nurſeries, and - 
either to breed, or be ſtockd with the 
bred Fry of other Waters, to raiſe them 
to a Fitneſs for Stores in your principal 
Feed; that is, to fix or eight Inches. And 
of theſe bred Fry, you may put 190 into 
four Rod ſquare of Water, or near that 
Proportion, and fail not to remove them 
in two Years Time; and ſo you will have 
eee of Stores for your greater 
aters. 1 
And thus the many thouſands of bred 
Fiſh that you will have upon the draining 
your great Waters, which many are apt to 
flight, may be ſent ſeveral Ways to the 
Waters about that and your Neighbour's 
Grounds, and there fed up like Chickens, 
and in Time turn to great Profit, as I ſhall 
ſhew ; therefore they ought not to be 
fllighted, but carefully to be preferv'd ; the 
rather, becauſe conſidering a Pond (as I 
Fe | e propoſe) 
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propoſe) will, tho' but four Acres, feed 


up 1600 Carps in two, and perhaps in one 


Year, from 10 to18 Inches, fit for your 
Table-Preſents, or Sale. How 1s it poſſi- 
ble you ſhould re-ſtock your Waters the 


Winter after, without this providential 


Forecaſt, whereby you have Magazines of 
Fiſh in other Ponds, fit Stores to ſupply 
your Occaſion? 9 
Now, as for your great and principal 
Waters, it is hard to aſſign a certain Pro- 
portion for the Stock; but peruſing the 
Methods I propoſe, you will ſoon come to 
the Knowledge what Stock the Waters will 
carry ; for 1 a Pond dry every Year, 
iſh well fed, or elſe thin 
and lean ; and accordingly you judge whe- 
ther the Stock was too little or too much 


for the Water. Thus, by the Thickneſs or 


Fatneſs of Cattel, you judge if your Ground 
will carry more or not ; and both as to 
Species and Number of Fiſh, Experience 
muſt be your Guide in the ſtocking of 
Waters. „„ 
However, to ſave Loſs of Time, which 
you muſt ſuſtain by making your own Ex- 
perience, I will give the beſt Directions 
I can, for the firſt Entry upon your Bu- 


ſineſs, 
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ſineſs, and not leave the Matter wholly in 
the Dark. i 1 
lf the Pond be ſupply'd with a white fat 
Water upon great Rains, you may put in- 
to it at firſt 300 Carps per Acre, in Caſe 
there be three or four Acres, elſe not ſo 
many. And it will be expedient to put in 
40 or 50 Tenches for a Tryal, becauſe 
this Sort of Water is moſt proper for Carp ; 
but being lay'd dry, ſometimes may prove 
well for Tenches alſo, which when thriven, 
are a very good Fiſh; but this Proof by 
= Tryal muſt determine. 
4 You may add Perches to any Number, 
and not hurt the Water: I propoſe 600 ; 
for tho' they are great Breeders, being alſo 
Fiſhes of Prey, they devour their own Spe- 
cies as much, if not more than any other; 
and by deſtroying the Fry of bred Fiſh, 
they preſerve the Food for the Maintenance 
of their Feeders, which the Fry would in- 
tercept; ſo do Good rather than Harm. I 
took once out of a Perch's Belly of 10 Inches, 
IO other Perches. This is eſteem'd one of 
the beſt Sorts of freſh-Water Fiſh, and 
therefore deſervedly to be encourag d. 
Have a great Care of putting Bream in + 
theſe Sort of Waters; for they will grow 
up very ſlowly, tho' at laſt they will be 
A great; 
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45 Of Fiſh and Fiſh-Ponds. _ 
great; but in the mean Time they breed 


ſo infinitely, and ſuch a flimy naſty Fry, 


] 
W t 
as both robs and fouls the Water, making 1 
= 1 


ſome Brook, Winter and Summer, they 


will do very well; otherwife not to be 


made uſe of. 


As for Pike, which are inferior to no | 
freſh-Water Fiſh, and now more eſteem'd |* 


* 
4 
, 
by 
4 , 


it unfit for the other Fiſh, But when a | 
Water is 10 or 12 Acres, and fed with 


than ever, being leſs plentiful upon drain- 


ing the Fens, and ſo harm more ; they are 
dangerous Gueſts in the great Waters; for 


if grown large, they will devour and de- 


Years, not exceeding nine Inches, you may 
put them with the Carps into your great 
Waters, ſo as your Carps are not under 
nine or ten Inches; but take Care that they 


ſtay not above two Years, and then ſend 


them to their peculiar Ponds, and feed 
them as I ſhall hereafter diſcourſe, and ſo 
they will grow to be very large and fine 


_ Fiſh, which you would not want. 


I cannot adviſe the ſtocking great ſtand- 
ing Waters with Fels, for they grow flow, 


and being of an indifferent Size, will be 
3 - lean 


ſtroy the beſt Fiſh, and depopulate the Wa- | 
ter. But thus far you may truſt them; 
if you can procure 100 Fache once in two 
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lean apd dry; but in Moats which have 
the Sinks of an Houſe drain into it, is pro- 
per enough for them, and they will thrive 
in it. It is a Sort of Fiſh, as I noted; that 
4 belongs to a ſpringy Water. H Ge: 
hheſe Directions belofg to the firſt ſtock- 
ing of new-made Ponds, Which as to feed- 
ding, lye under a Diſadvantage; the Reaſon 
I have touch d, and is from the dead Earth 
in the Pan from whence you rais'd the 
Bank, and that at firſt, which is about an 
Acre, is almoſt unprofitable. But after- 
wards, when that dead Ground hath' con- 
traded a little new Soil. from the ſettling 
of the Water, eſpecially after Land-floods, 
and lain dry a Summer, whereby it will de- 
gin to graze, it will become like the reſt 
of the Pond, and put forth as good Feed 
for Fiſhas any other Part. This may ſeem 
8 ſtrange and new, but is a great Truth, 
known to me from indubitable Experience. | 
Ihen after one, two, or three Years, 
(for longer the Pond muſt not ſtand full) 
when you come to re-ſtock, and ſo on in all 
like Occaſions, you may put 400 Carp, or 
300 Carp, and 800 Tench, (if the Water 
feeds them) into an Acre, beſides Perches. 
It is incredible to thoſe who have nor ſeen 
it as I have done, how Carps thus order d, 


\ 
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by tranſplanting them every Year or two, 


will grow. I affirm, that from ſix, they 
will grow to twelve and better the firſt, 


and to fifteen or ſixteen the next Tear; and 


- 
7 


then they are moſt fit for a Gentleman's 
Table ordinarily ; for tho' greater are more 
oſtentacious, yet theſe are the moſt ſweet 
and beſt Meat, as young Fleſh is common- 
1y preferr'd to old. "Ire; 

It is to be noted, that if the Fiſh where- 
with you ſtock the Waters, , were:kept ſo 
cloſe together, and come from over- ſtock d 
Waters, which renders them lean and poor, 
you muſt double the Stock at firſt, elſe the 
too ſudden Plenty of Food at firſt will ſur- 
feit them, and they will die of over-much 
Blood, as 1 have found to my great Loſs. 
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of the Manner of Feeding, F Is H. 
EE a Stew you may 1 up 30 
1 or 40 Carpe, from October to 
3 + . in Winter, without feed- 
2 ing; and by fiſhing with Tra- 
39 mels or F lews in March or April, you may 
WT take from your great Waters, to recruit 
the Stews; but you muſt not fail to feed 
all Summer, from March to October again, 
as conſtantly as your coop'd Chickens are 
fed, and to as good and certain Account. 
The Reaſon you feed in Summer, and not 
in Winter, is, becauſe the Fiſh will lie 
8 cloſe in cold Weather, and feed little, 
not caring to ſtir, eſpecially upon the 
Shoals, where it is proper to give them 
Meat. 

If you would bring more Fiſh together 
into your Stews, you may pretterve and 


E them by feeding; but there are 
Boupds, 
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| Bounds, becauſe the Water is but ſmall, | 
and will not admit any great Number : 
But if you have a great Numher of Fiſh 
to be kept for an Opportunity, and you 
put them into a conſiderable Water, you 
may in that Manner ſtock to any Quanti- iſ 
ty, taking Care duly to feed them; and 
ſo not only maintain, but improve 1000 
per Acre; but if thus over-ſtock'd, and 
you do not feed ſufficiently, they will fink, 
and you be a great Loſer. I 
Now, as for your Stews, the Care of 
eeding is beſt intruſted to a Butler or Gar- 
dener, who are or ſhould be always at 
Home, becauſe the Conſtancy and Regula- li 
rity of ſerving the Fiſh, conduces very 
much to their well eating and thriving ; Wl 

for they will expect their Meat as duly WW 

_ . as Horſes, and Appetite in any Creature, 

_ waſtes by Diſappointment, — | 
Any Sort of Grain boil'd, is good to 
feed with, eſpecially Malt courſe ground. 
Peaſe boil'd a Turn or two, are as good 
as any other Grain. The Grains after a 
Brewing, while they are good and ſweet, 
are very proper ; but one Buſhel of Malt 
D not brew'd, will go as far as two of Grains. 
The Chippings of Bread, and Orts of 2 
Table, ſteepd in Tap-droppings of good 
r ſtrong 
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ſtrong Beer or Ale, are very good Food for 
Carpe. Of theſe the Quantity of- two 
Qunarts to 30 Table Carps every Day, is 
ſufficient; and to feed Morning and Eve- 
ning, is better than once a Day only. 
The Place to feed, is towards the Mouth, 
at about half Yard deep: > for that keeps 
the Deep clean and fit, as a Parlour, to re- 
| tire to, and reſt in. The Meat plainly 
thrown into the W ater, without other 
Device, will be pickd up by them, and 
nothing ſhall be loſt. However, there are 
ſeveral Ways to give them Mear, eſpecial- 
ly Peaſe, which are uſeful, as a pre 
Board let down, with the Meat upon it, 
by the four Corners, whence a String 
comes, and made faſt to the End EM” 
Stick like a Scale, 1s very manageable, A 
Gentleman had found out a very facile Way 
to feed Carps, worth noting, becauſe I 
have heard it was ſucceſsful. He let down 
the very Kettle in which the Peaſe were 
| boild, into the Water, and the Fiſh would 
come and take out every Grain. 
When you feed in the greater Waters, 
where the Numbers are alſo great, it will 
be a Charge, as well as Trouble; but when 
you take out the Fiſh, and ſce how they 
are thriven, you will allow both well em- 
E 2 ploy d. 
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ploy'd. Either Malt boil'd, or freſh 


Grains, is the beſt Food in this Caſe: And 
what is not ſupply'd from your own Houſe 


and Brewings, you may take of Neigh- 
bour Ale-houſes, who will be willing, for 


a {mall Matter, to throw into the Water, 

at a Place you ſhall aſſign, a certain Quan- 
_ tity every Brewing. Thus Carps may be 
fed and rais'd like Capons. And Tenches 
will feed in Stews, as well as Carpe; but 
Perch, as was ſaid, is not for a Stew in 


* 


Feeding-Time. 
There is a Sort of Food for Fiſh, 


* 
* 


which I may call accidental, and is no 
leſs improving, than the beſt you can 
contrive; and that is, when the Waters 
happen to receive the Waſh of Commons 
where many Sheep are fed, the Water is 


inrich'd by the Earth, and ſhall feed many 
more Carps, than otherwiſe it would. This 


is the Caſe at Antlingbam in Norfolk, where 


there are Ponds in a Common that raiſe 


Carps wonderfully, altho the Soil be ſan- 


dy and poor, and the Waters ſeldom let 


out; and this earthy Waſh is the Reaſon 
of it. When Cattel are fed upon the Pa- 


ſtures by your great Waters, if they have 


Acceſs to them, in hot Weather they will - 


take 
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. Of Fiſh and Fiſh-P onde. "Fe 
ike Delight to ſtand in the Water; the 
Jung that falls from them, is alſo a very 
great Nouriſhment of Fiſh — 
It is believd, that about London the 


Fiſh- mongers have Ways of making Carps 


fat by the Offal of Butchers Shops and 


8 Slaughter-houſes ; which I do not at all 


recommend to others, if that were to be 


done, becauſe a ſudden filthy Feeding can 


neither be wholeſome nor {weet. But I 


have not obſervd, that Carps do in any 
Sort delight in Blood, nor indeed any o- 


tHer Fiſh, except Breams ; and thoſe will 


| feed much upon new Grains mix'd with 


Blood ; ſo that if you will be at the 
Charge of feeding them in Stews, like 


 Carps, you may have large Breams in fix 


or ſeven Years, which are a very flow 
Grower, unleſs it be in ſpringy Waters. 
One Way of feeding Fiſh, is worth re- 
membering, tho' not fit to be us'd in Wa- 
ters that you ever look upon. It is lay ing 
a dead Carrion upon Stakes in the Middle 
of the Water, and it will breed Maggots, 
which falling into the Water, feed the Fiſh 
very conſiderably; but I have not prov'd 
{BY | 8 | 
As for Pikes, the beſt Food to raiſe them 
up to an extraordinary Fatneſs, is Eels; 
e e e 
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in a long Time; otherwiſe {mall Perches 


are the beſt Meat you can give them. And 


the common Opinion, that Pikes will not 


eat Perches, becauſe of their arm'd Backs, 
is a great Miſtake, as I have found by cer- 
_ tain Experience. Breams put into a Pike- 


Pond, will breed exceedingly, and are good 
enough to maintain Pikes, who will take 
Care they ſhall not increaſe over much. 
And the great Fry of Roaches and Rouds 
that come from the greater Waters, re- 
mov'd into the Quarters of your Pikes, will 
be good Diet for them. EY 


Pikes in all Waters, and Carps in hun- 


ory. ſpringy Waters, being fed at certain 
Times, will come up and take their Meat 


almoſt from your Hand ; and it 1s diverting 


enough to ſee the Greedineſs and ſtriving 


that will be amongſt em for the good Bits, 
and the Boldneſs, that by conſtant and re- 
gular Feeding, they will come to. 
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= Of diſpofing your Increaſe of Fisn. . 


ls Care preſſeth when you 
re employ your great Waters; and 
* $2 unleſs you have projected be- 
NaN & fore-hand how you ſhall diſpoſe 
your Fiſh, you will find your ſelf in great 
= Diſorder. e 
Ass for Carps for the Service of your 
Houſe, and alſo Tenches and Perch for 
Winter, they are to be diſpos d into your 
= Stews. The reſt of your Fiſh, except the 
Fry, you may put into the great Water, 
and in March or April after, with Flews 
= or Tramels, take out good Quantities. to 
recruit your Winter's Expence taken from 
= your Stews ;, the Fry goes to your Pikes, 
except Carps, Tench, and Perch, which 
may go to ſome of your auxiliary Waters to 
be rais'd, in order to become Stores again 
E 4 when 
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1 when you want, And if, after all, you 

l find your Stock too high, you muſt feed as 

(| I have already difcoursd., 
if But you may contrive to keep your Stock 
. within Compaſs; for you may enlarge the 
Expence in your Houſe, and gratify your ll 
1 Family and Friends that viſit you, with a | 
| Diſh as acceptable as any you can pur- 


, chaſe for Money ; or you may oblige your 
Friends and Neighbours, by making Pre- 
ſents of them, which, from the Country- 

man to the King, 1s well taken; for ma- 
ny that have Waters, not being in a Me- 
thod of huſbanding them, as well as o- 
thers that have none, want and delire Fiſh, 
and 105k upon ſuch a Preſent, as of a R- 

rity, valuing it not by your Plenty, but 
their own Scarcity. - And where Fiſh is 
plenty, it is a poſitive Diſgrace to appear 
covetous of them, rather more than of Ve- 
niſon, or any other Thing; ſo that Pre- 
ſents are not only expedient, but neceſſary 
to be made by him that profeſſeth 2 Matte 
8 
Another Way, more prudent, tho' in 
the Account of ſhallow People, leſs repu- 
table, is that of ſelling. If there were a- 
ny Colour for Diſreputation in that Mat- 
ter, I ſhould beſtow ſome Words upon d 5 
x | . | ut: J 
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Of Fiſh and Fiſh-Ponds. 57 
but ſeeing it reſides only among vain Wo- 
men, or Women-like Men, I let the Hu- 
mour paſs, and ſhould as ſoon preach a- 
gainſt the Opinion of Fairies and Robin- 
good-fellow, as that. Only by the Way I 
preſume to adviſe the cenſorious Sparks 
to do nothing unjuſt ; let their Dealing be 

plain, tho in felling of Horſes, ſpend 
what is their own, provide for theit Fa- 
milies, and be true to their Friend; and 
after this, whether they ſell Corn, Cattel, 
Conies, Sheep, Deer, Horſes, or Fiſh, 1 
will infure their Honour for a Farthing. 
Tt is the Truth and Subſtance - of Things, 
and no Perſons Opinions that governs Ho- 
nour, which conſiſts wholly in doing what 
is truly juſt and good, and nothing other- 
wiſe, e 
This Matter being diſmiſs'd, I proceed 
to direct the Courſe to be taxen when you 
propoſe to ſell. Firſt contract with the 
Perſon you deal with, for a Quantity; 
which, if for Sale to eat, will be by the 
Meaſure of ſo much per Inch, for every 
Inch above a Foot; if for Stores, then ſo 
much per 109, or Dozen, between certain 
Lengths, as between 9 and 12, and 7 and 
10 Inches, to be deliver'd alive where is a- 
= EE 0 ER 
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. 05 Trade will he eaſy, if you are 
planted within 40 Miles of London, which 
will. take off Quantities for retailing, elſe 
it will be hard to find Contractors; but 
for Stores, "there will be ſome always be- 
ginning in Fiſh, with whom you may 
deal; and fo few will ſedulouſly apply to 
the Conduct of their Waters, as is nece{- | 
fary to a Command of Fiſh, you need not 
fear the Country will be over-ſtock'd. If 
the Humour of living in the Country once 
. Te-poſſeſſeth the Gentlemen, there may be 
much more Occaſion for Stores, than at 
preſent” there is, becauſe their Seats are 
let to Tenants, and the Waters unculti- 
vated. - 

When you have contracted, you are at | 

2 Certainty, and may proceed ; for it is a 
great Inconvenience to take and carry Fiſh, 
and then be paid with a Wrangle 3 there- 
fore let your Terms be certain, and you 

can have no Diſpute, becauſe all i is to be 
declard by Meaſure. 

You will find your Stews and auxi- 
liary Waters of great Uſe to you upon 
fuch Occaſions ; for you clap in, what 
Fiſh you pleaſe for fourteen or fifteen 
* for Inſtance, 5 or 600  Carps to 

a 
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2 Brace of Stews, and they take no Harm: 
f they continue longer, it is but feed- 
ing them until they are fetch'd or car- 
g ry d away. V 
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S for the en Ways td 
525 Methods of taking Fiſh, ſuch as 


5 755 [ have dealt in, is at preſent be- 
802 ſides my Detign, tho' I may not 
perhaps altogether paſs it -by, ſo much as 


concerns the Carriage of Fiſh, which I Þ 
Jook upon as a conſiderable Item in the | 


M.anagery as to Profit, which I principally 


in theſe Remarks aim at, e mall now ob- 
ſerve. 

When your. Fiſhing" i is in Order to re- 
move far, whether tlie Waters are great or 
ſmall, it muſt be done in Winter, between 


© the firſt of October, and the laſt of March ; 


and the colder the Weather 1 is, the better. 
One great Caution, is, not to handle, or 
any Way to batter or bruiſe them; for it | 
zs a great Truth, and common Senſe ſpeaks iſ 
| M. 3 
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a. Fiſh and Fiſh- Pond. 61 
lit, that Fiſh batter d and bruis'd, will not 
Irhrive upon tranſplanting, ſo well as o- 
Wthers ; therefore when your Pond is drawn, 
Band you come to the Fiſh, take them out 
Hof the Water with Hoop-Nets fix'd upon 
EStaves about 10 Foot long, and 10 or 12 
Fiſh at a Time in a Net is ſufficient, tho 
but a Foot long, more by their Weight and 
© Struggling, will damage each other inſenſi- 
8 bly, ſo as to hinder their Growth and 
Thrift, and perhaps be the Cauſe that ma- 
Iny die. Let the Fiſh be as little out of the 
Water as may be; for when foul'd, and al- 
& moſt choak'd with Mud, they will clean 
and recover themſelves with Water, which 
freſhen upon them often, till you come to 
put them up for Carriage. . 
If you fiſh with Nets, and make a great 
Draught, as probably you will when the 
Water is low, be not haſty to draw the 
& Fiſh upon the Ground, but ſecure them by 
taking the Lead Line upon the Ground, 
and holding up the Cork-Line, and ſo let 
them ſtir a little, they wil be the cleaner; 
and then take them out with Hoop-Nets, 
as before. And if there be Occaſion to 
keep them any Time out of the Water, let 
nu be upon the Graſs, when there is no 
Sun, or elſe in the Shade, for Heat is the 
FO _ __  - greateſt 
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greateſt Enemy to the Life of Fiſh out uf 
Water, that can be. 


carry above 20 Miles) 1s, a great 
Holds five Hogſheads ; but if no more tha 
- TO, 15, Or 20 Miles, ordinary Hogſhead i 


fix and ſeven Inches long, in one Hog. x 


head. Let every Hogſhead have 10 or 12 
Pails of freſh clean Water, (not Well-Wa. 


berty for the Fiſh, if their Water be freſh, 


mere Weight they might not cruſh and de- 
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this Care you will ſcarce loſe a Fiſh. 


Hampers for Carriage, ſtowing them with | 
Graſs between; but this is not ſo good as | 


2 991 4 Fiſh-Ponds: 


The beſt Veſſel for Conveyance (if youll 
Tun ch tha 


will do well enough. I know by Expe. 
rience you may lately carry 300 Carp, 


head; but from ſeven to a Foot, not ſo 
many by a fourth Part. If they exceed 2 
Foot, then not above 70 or 80 in a Hog. 


ter) every fix or {even Miles, if it may be f | 
had. There is no need of any great Li. 


and often renew'd : for one great Uſe of Þ 
the Water, is, to bury the Fiſh, that with | 


{troy one another. 
When you are arriv'd at the Place of 


Diſcharge, pour the Fiſh into an Hoop-Net 
a a few at a Time, and diſpoſe them Forth 


with where they are delign'd ; and with 


Some uſe to put up Fiſh in Baſkets or ö 


Water, 


wn ö , "y 
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Of Fiſh and Fiſb- Pond. 63 
Water, for the Graſs cleaving to the Slime 
of the Fiſn, rubs and cleans it from the 
Scales; which done, a Carp ſcarce ever 
thrives after. And altho perhaps the Fiſh 
may live, they will not grow or thrive, 
becauſe their natural Slime, ſcarce recove- 
rable, is rubb'd of; and for the ſame Rea- 
ſon it is not good to let Carps lie at all 
in Graſs, but keep them always in Water, 
to preſerve them from Bruiſes, and loſing 
their Slime. „ 
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e ſpeaking, the freſher Air 
and cleaner Soil your Water hath, 
4 the better Fiſh thrive. Wood of 
Ken any Sort near the Water, is bad, 
not only from its hindering the Wind and 
Sun from purify ing the Water, but from 
the Leaves falling in, and rotten Wood; 
both which are pernicious to Fiſh, But 
Oziers and Willows may be allow'd of, 
without much Inconvenience. Oak- Boards 
or Timber laid in Water, as ſometimes is 
done to ſeaſon, will in all Probability de- 
ſtroy all your Fiſh ; and likewiſe Hemp 
laid to rot; all which are therefore to be 
avoided. Dung-hills, Stables, or Cow- 
houſes permitted to drein into Ponds, are 
very ill Neighbours, and moſt eſpecially 
Waſh-houſes, which certainly {pols a 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Of FrosTs, and the Ways to ſave the 
| F is H in them. 5 


Nn great Plague and Bane of 
0 Fiſh in Moats, great and ſmall, 
and other little ſtanding Wa- 
Du ters, are great and ſharp Froſts. 
I have us'd all the Tricks that I have heard 
of, which are not a few, or could deviſe, 
to fave my Fiſh in ſuch Waters; and yet 
in 10 Years Time I have loſt 3 or 400 
Carpo. But yet I have found Ways to ſave 
the Lives of many a fair Carp, when my 
Neighbours have loſt all; which I ſhall de- 
clare as my own Experience, and may be 


profitable upon like Occaſions to any that 
will uſe them. i | 
Firſt, as to the Sorts of Fiſh that ſuf- 
fer moſt, I can only ſay, that the Tench, 
if any, is Froſt-Proof, and will ſhift in 
ES J 1 


66 Of Fiſh and Fiſh-Ponds. 
Extremity; but if the Froſt be intenſe 
and long, the other Sorts, as Carps, Felt, 
Pike, Perch, and Roach, will go near to 
periſh; and I have found not any great 
Difference of Hardneſs, but when one 

- - Fiſh complains, they are all in imminent 
Danger. 2 
The Waters moſt obnoxious to Froſts, 

are ſuch as are ſtanding, ſhallow, or ſmall, 
For if there be either a Water-Current, or 
a freſb-Spring, no Fiſh dies for Froſt. If 
an hard Winter ſucceeds a very dry Sum- 
mer, the Fiſh ſuffers moſt. If the Ponds 
are larg: and deep, ſuch as I have directed 
to be made upon the Channel of Water, 


which may not run but upon: Floods or 


Rain, the Fiſh will never die in Froſt 
there ; but ſuch Waters you muſt look up- 
on as the Aſylum for the ſecuring the 
Fiſh in Extremity ; and all that you can 
put in there alive, tho* thro' a Hole in 
the Ice, will certainly live. If the Bank 
of a Pond ſews, it will preſerve the Fiſh 
in-Froſt ; the Reaſon, as I imagine, 1s, be- 
cauſe where the Water ſews out, the Air 
will bubble in, which relieves the Fiſh ;; 
or perhaps it might put the Water into 
ſome Degree of Motion. If ſo, the ſtir- 
ring Water with a Board flat upon a Pole 


* 
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of 

put under the Ice, might do Good; but 

this is Conjecture. 
The Symptom of Mortality to your 
Fiſh in Time of Froſt, is, their ſhewing 
themſelves ; which if you perceive in the 
lleaſt, conclude all are going; and without 
a Thaw, that Water will not keep them 

alive. For it is the Nature of Fiſh in 
cold Weather, to lie as cloſe and deep as 
they can; ſo that nothing but the Pangs 
of Death ſhall make them move. If no 
Holes are broke, they will riſe and ſtick 
to the: Ice, and be frozen to it; if there 
be Holes, they will move about them, as 

if they came up for freſh Air. 5 

When the Froſt hath continu'd long, 
and hard, that you begin to ſuſpect your 
Fiſh, you may make a Tryal by cutting 
Holes in ſeveral Places, ſome in the Mid- 
dle, and ſome by the Sides of the Waters 
\ that are obnox1ous ; that is, after about 10 
Days freezing, and by the appearing of the 
Fith, or not, you ſhall diſcover the Tem- 
per and Condition they are in; therefore 
watch them diligently. - If they are not 
well, they will appear; then prepare all 
Hands to take out every Fiſh, as near as 
you can; for what you take out, you may 

0 bs F 2 preſerve, 
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preſerve, and all that are left behind, are 


probably loſt, mY 
Many uſe to break Holes to relieve the 


Fiſh, and, as they think, give them freſh 


Air; ſome have put Dung bound up toge- 
ther into the Holes, as if the Warmth of 
that keeping the Hole open, would pre- 
ſerve the Fiſh 3 but theſe Ways, and all o- 
thers that I have heard of, except taking 
out the Fiſh, are mere Vanities, I have 


cut many Holes, and large ones, and em- 


. ploy'd Men to take out the Ice, and keep 


them open, but to no Advantage. One 
Thing appear'd very odly to me, when 1 


took that Courſe. Many of the Fiſh in a 
large Moat had gather'd together in a Cor- 


ner obverted to the Youth, where the Ground 


roſe under an high Bank, to a Shoal-Wa- 


ter. Theſe Fiſh, by their Motionand Heat, 
together with the Sun's Heat, that was 


ſtrongeſt there, kept the Water from freez- 
ing, and I could plainly ſee every Fiſh, great 
and ſmall. There were Carp, Pike, Perch, 
Eels, and Fry in abundance, collected as if 


it had been a general Council of all the 


Orders of Fiſh, met to conſider what was 
to be done in that Extremity, very divert- 
ing to obſerve, 

; But 
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But to leave Conceits, and come to the 
only Expedient which I have found effectu- 
al to fave the Fiſh in this Caſe; and that 
is, to ſet great Tubs or Fats full of Water 
in ſome Out-houſe, not far from a Fire ; 
and as faſt as the Fiſh appear, take 'em 
out, and put them there ; and from thence 
you may convey them in a Baſket to your 
great Waters, where you may make an 
Hole at about 8 Foot deep, and putting 
the Fiſh in, preſerve them; or if you 
_ pleaſe you may keep them there, freſhen- 
ing the Water every twelve Hours, till the 
Froſt breaks, and put them into their own 
Houſes again, You may plainly perceive 
how the Fiſh, tho' ſtunn'd and numb with 
the Froſt, coming into the Fat, will by 
Degrees recover, and be perfectly well a- 
gain; and thus you may keep them five 
Weeks, or longer, if the Froſt continues. 
I have gone farther: Sometimes Fiſh 
have been to all Appearance dead, others 
frozen and invelopt in Ice, yet by this Me- 
thod I have preſerv'd them; for heating 
Water, and putting it into the Fat, till I 
brought the Water there to a Midſummer- 
Heat, and then I have put ſuch Fiſh in, 
with their Shell of Ice upon them, and in 
ſix or ſeven Hours the Ice was gone, and 
3 F 2 * the 
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the Fiſh alive and well; and ſo I have de- 
| liver d them to my greater Waters, briſk 
ma: EY 
Ibis may ſeem ſtrange, but it is moſt 
true, and to be atteſted, if need were; 
therefore in Froſt uſe this and no other 
Means, for all elſe will prove but Labour 
in vain, 1 
In ſmall Waters, where is the greateſt 
Danger of Eroſt, obſerve never to put in 
Stock, but the laſt Week of February, or 
Beginning of March; for then they take 
leſs Hurt in removing, and they may be 


zard of Froſt prevented; and if you ven- 
ture them there one Winter, be ſure never 


Thing conſiderable. 


taken out in October after, and ſo all Ha- 


let them run the Hazard of another. So | 
Wil you have two Summers Feed, which will | 
|. raiſe a Carp from Store to the Table, and 
= venture but one Winter's Froſt; and in 
Winter they neither feed nor grow any | 
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CHAP. XIX. 


Of the ordinary Benefits and Improves 
ments by F Is. 


2 HES E were touch'd when 1 
SDSS. ſpoke. of diſpoſing the Increaſe 
Sf p05 Fiſh ; that 1s, furniſhing your 
Wh Table, obliging your Friends, 
and raifing Money. I ſhall only add tothe 
laſt, that it is moſt reaſonable, if it can be 
contriv'd, that Pleaſures pay for the Charge 
of them. Then what is more juſtifiable, 
than to make Ponds yield a Profit to an- 
{wer the great Charge in making them? 
But we muſt go farther ; Ground jhall 
be vaſtly improv'd by Fiſh, and ſhall be 
intrinſically worth, and yield more this 
Way, than by any other Employment you 
can give it: For ſuppoſe it Meadow of 21. 
per Acre, (which is an high Value for the 
beſt Meadow far from London) I will ju - 
1 ; F 4 A 
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ſtify, that four Acres in Pon d, 13 


turn you every Year 1000 Carps fed up, 


from — to 14 or 15 Inches, beſides Pikes, 
Perch, and. Tench, and other Fry, uſeful 


on many Accounts, if the Water ſuits them. 
The Corps are ſaleable, and will bring 
perhaps 124. but in all Likelihood not 


leſs than 9d. yet let it be 6 d. apiece, 


there is 25 J. which is 61. 5s. per Acre, 

a little Charge of Carriage perhaps to be 

deducted. This is Improvement enough. 
But lay aſide Profit, and conſider how a 
Gentleman ſhould entertain himſelf and 


his Family, which J muſt ſuppoſe every 


one hath, who lives upon an Eſtate, and 
it may be numerous; he muſt find ſome 

Sort of Diverſion for them. Muſt it be 
altogether going Abroad to make, or at 


Home receiving Viſits? Or if the Female 


Part are ſo grave, to decline that Courſe 
of Life, muſt they be always within? Or 
if they ſtir out, have nothing but mere 


Air do invite them? Ferhaps the Gentle- 


man himſelf may find Diverſion by Hunt- 
ing, Ge. and meeting Company upon ſe- 


veral diverting Accounts; and ſhall all 
his Entertainments be excluſive of his 
Family? No, certainly, whoever aims 
at an eaſy and ſatisfactory Courſe of Life, 
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77 Fiſh and 4 Fih-Ponds!. 75 1 
muſt ſeck that his Family, as well as him- 
ſelf, be pleas d: And if he doth not or- 


der it ſo, that they ſhall be entertain d, 
*tis ten to one they will find ſuch Enter- 


tainments as ſhall not be very grateful 


to him; therefore there is Advantage e- 


nough in the Maſtery of Fiſh; from the 


Diverſion, not to f. Soak of the Employ- 
ment that it N to a Family. Young 


People love Angling extreamly ; then there 
1s a Boat, which gives Pleaſure enough 


in Summer, frequent fiſhing with Nets, 


the very making of Nets, ſeeing the Wa- 
ters, much Diſcourſe of them, and the 


Fiſh, eſpecially upon your great Sweeps, 


and the ſtrange Surprizes that will hap- 


pen in Numbers and Bigneſs, with ma- 


ny other incident Entertainments, are the 
Reſult of Waters, and direct the Minds 
of a numerous Family to terminate in 


ſomething not inconvenient, and it may 
be divert them from worſe. Parks, Bow- 


ling-Greens, and Billiard-Tables, are of 
the ſame Deſign : buf it will be eaſily 


granted, this of Fiſh js beyond 'em all. 
If it be ſaid, that this is not a Plea- 


ſure, it is all Care and Pains, eſpecially to 
him that is the Maſter, who muſt be per- 
petually vex'd at the Negligence and Bloc- 
Bnet 
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F __. Lkifhnefs of Servants, that will never per- 
form what he expects and orders: I an- 
ſwer, That is a good Reaſon for leaving 
the World. The Plague of Servants, is 
the fame in all Buſineſs, wherein you uſe 
and depend upon them; therefore, to be 
ric of it, give away your Eſtate, retire, 
and be an Hermit : And even then you 
ſhall find, the gnawing of your own Mind, 
a2 more perverſe Evil, than all the Buſineſs, 
Servants, with the Croſſes and Vexations 
attending them. We were not made per- 
fet, but muſt live in perpetual Diſeaſe ; 
the only Point is, which Way to leſſen it; 
and that muſt be by Employment, which 
diverts the Senſe of our innate Miſery. 
What can be a greater Torture, than to 
Iive chain'd to a Bed, tho the beſt in the 
World, and have no Company nor Buſi- 
; Nnefs> Therefore court Buſineſs, if you 
would paſs for an Epicurean, . and let it 
be fuch as brings Comfort to Nature, and 
not Pain and Torment in the, Conſequence; 
that is to ſay, lawful, profitable, obliging, 
and temperate. So you avoid offending the 
Publick, increaſe your Store, win your 
Friends and Family, and preſerve your 
Health; alk which, I take it, are accom- 
-M * rind, 


Of Fiſh and Fiſh-Ponds. 75 
pliſh'd, in great Meaſure, by the Maſtery 
of Fiſh. 1 ON 
Now, as to the vending of Fiſh, ob- 
| ſerve, that it is beſt to be content with the 
Market-Price, as you can find it, as moſt 
are for other vendable Commodities ; and 
for Carps between 13 or 14, and 16 Inches, 
meaſuring from Noſe-End, to Tail-End, 
12 d. is a good Price; ſelling to the Nobi- 
lity or Gentry, may produce 1d. more, 
and may meaſure up to 17; but never 4 
promiſe above 20 turn'd of 16 in 12 Score, 1 
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yt cn AP. XX. 
of Benefits, befides the main Defign. 


N PEHES E are many, and not in- 
"> 1 05 confiderable : As firſt, When 
55 you. make a great Water, you 
42 take the firſt Spit of the Ground 
upon which the Bank is to ſtand, and from 
the Pan of the Pond. In caſe jou take 
Earth there for the Bank, and this you 
carry to ſome Place where it is moſt ealily | 
remov'd upon your Tillage-Ground, and 
there let it lie to rot the Sodd, and then 
there is not a better Manure, and more than 
por the Charge of digging and carrying 
it. 2 
2. You gain the making of Stews, and 
it may be other Ponds for the Convenience 
of your Cattel, all under one Charge : For 
x you muſt dig Clay and Earth Bank, 
an 


Of Fiſh and Fiſh-Ponds. 77 | 
Bank, it is as eaſily taken where it doth | 
this, as otherwiſe. N 8 
3. If the Soil about the Waters be any 
thing Mooriſh, it may be planted with 
Oziers, which yield a certain yearly Crop. 
4. The Feed of the Pond when laid dry, 
or the Corn, that is, Oats, which you may 
have upon the Bottom, tho mere Mud, is 
very conſiderable. This hath been touch'd 
before. VV = 1: 
5. You will invite all Manner of Help 
to your Fiſhing, by the Fry given among 
thoſe who aſſiſt you; and tho' you pay 
'em, they will expect Fiſh; and with Ex- 
pectations of carrying Home a Diſh of 
freſh Fiſh, Men will work in Wet and 
Dirt, to a Wonder, without other Pay. 
6. If you graze Cattel near your great 
Waters, they will delight to come and 
ſtand in the Water; and it conduceth much 
to the Thrift of your Cattel, as well as 
the Feed of your Fiſh, which is much 
ſupply'd by the Dunging of the Cattel; 
and therefore it is good to have Ponds in 
Cow-Paſtures and grazing Grounds. 
As to the ſowing of Oats in the Bot- 
tom of a Pond, obſerve to dry your great 
Water once in three, or at moſt four 
Years, and that at the End of January, 
ans | | or. 


78 Of Fiſh and Fiſb.- Pounds. 
or Beginning of March ; which, if not a 
very unſeaſonable Year, will be Time e- 
nough. After Michaelmas following, you 
may put in a very great Stock; and thin 
them in following Yeagg, as the Feed will 
decline, - 2A 
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The CONCLUSION. 
HUS I have given, as ſhort and 
: oo intelligibly 8 conveniently [ 
9% T 03 1 
| could, the beſt of my Know- 
SCI ledge, contracted by 20 Years 
Practice and Experience, of Fiſh and Wa- 
ters: And if I am ſo happy thereby, to 
contribute in the leaſt to the Satisfaction 
or Diverſion of my Friends, it will ex- 
treamly content, if not encourage me to 
add ſomewhat farther concerning the Na- 
ture of the ſeveral Sorts of Fiſh I deal 
in, the Ways of taking them, of Nets, 
Angling, Engines for clearing Waters, and 
other Particularities that I have prov'd. 
In the mean Time, they may command | 
theſe as my ſelf, both being alike open, 
conſiderable, and at their Service. phe 
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Dial and Bible againſt St. Dunſtan's' 5 
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